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Spring, at last! The busiest time of the year for our 
family. Pardon me if my correspondence is somewhat 
slow and The Leadstacker gets even flimsier. Every chance, 
any excuse, and I’m going hiking or canoeing. In fact, 
this was written in front of a campfire up in the foothills 
of the Ozarks, about a hard, half hour hike from any 


road. 


We own (as Dave Churchman would put it) a big pile 
of rocks up here. It’s our little hideaway from the rest 
of the world. I'll have to tell you about it in some future 


issue. 


MY FIRST BOOK 


My other excuse for this being so short is that I’m work- 
ing on a 32 page book. I normally set The Leadstackher 
in 12 point type but this little book is also set in 12 
point and to my surprise, I’ve had to scrounge in every 
12 point case for three-em spaces and en quads. So this 
Leadstacker is set in 14 point and I’ve had to keep it 
brief because I don’t have a 14 point font big enough to 
set my usual amount of bull. 


Having never set a book before, I’m amazed at the amount 
of type and spacing required to set several pages of copy. 
I thought I had a large font of type to set this particular 
book, however, I was only able to set about 2700 ems. 
This is about 25 pounds of type, just five small pages. 


ae 


I can’t imagine the quantity of type required to set a full 


page of newspaper. I’ve seen old pictures of rows of com- 
positors standing at rows of type banks, but being a 
‘‘youngster,’’ this is hard for me to comprehend. News- 
papers and textbook manufacturers must have bought type 
by the ton. I wonder if there’s any of my readers that 
have ever worked in shops where large amounts of hand- 


set type were set? 


Linotyped QSL information set in some kind of 
sans serif face (some new, some used) free if you 


pay shipping. 


Printed from handset types on a hand- 
fed Chandler & Price press for members 
of the AAPA by John Horn at Sentinel 
Press & Studio in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Mail should be addressed to 7801 West- 
wood Avenue. The zip code is 72204. 
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